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The apex of Christ’s whole economy was to transform the common
people as disciples. The power of the Word of God on its reception,
transformed the human hearts as fertile lands of discipleship. In light
of Christ’s Resurrection, the core of discipleship is reminiscing Christ’s
cross and bearing it to reconcile oneself to God the Father through God
the Son, in the advocacy of God the Holy Spirit. In doing so, the Christian
life must have certain relinquishment and renewal in exemplifying a
Sacramental life.

Reflections

1. The Call “to follow” demands certain domain to leave and certain
domain to live.

“As Jesus was walking along, He saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at
the tax-collection station, and He said to him, “Follow me.” And he got
up and followed Him” (Mark 2:14). The moment Levi realised Jesus’ call,
it was a twilight experience for him. A change of mind occurs which
leads him to relinquish the domain of his sinful earnings, his very
comforts and choose a domain of sheer obedience and submission to
the imperatives of the Teacher. There isn’t any perplexity mentioned
impeding him to follow Christ.

This call is very much revelatory in our life. We often get revelatory
calls in unique as well as ordinary ways, to be reminded of Christ’s
discipleship in the pursuit of things devaluing and dehumanising us.
The domain of resplendence, comfort and gains, through wicked ways
always presents us an anxious mind. Whereas the domain of Godly
obedience frees us from the clutches of guilt and discontent.
Discipleship cannot be exemplified unless we step into the domain of
obedience to God.

In every prayers, we must seek God'’s help to realise, what are those
domains | must relinquish. Because it is only “in” Christ we would see
the domain of life absent of Christ. The interference of both domains
can be segregated only through realising the presence of Christ
(Revelations- seeing, listening and witnessing spiritually) and
responding His call to the domain of Life! And this Call from God offers
us true discipleship, free from the concerns of gains of flesh.

2. The Resurrection, the Renewal and the Reward.

The disciples of Christ were blamed of not fasting. And Christ
answers, “The wedding attendants cannot fast while the bridegroom is
with them, can they?...The days will come when the bridegroom is taken
away from them, and then they will fast...” (Mark 2:19,20). Jesus prompts
His ascension and highlights the importance of cherishing His presence.
The Resurrection of Christ welcomes the whole of the human creation
to receive the promises of heaven. To lead in this promised state, the
Risen Lord appears to disciples and give them certain instructions. “/
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Being New Wineskins for New Wine”
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am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city
until you have been clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49).
Risen Lord Jesus makes His appearance amidst the confused and
frightened state (domain) of the disciples and asks them to be in
Jerusalem until they receive the promise. Further we read, “While he
was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they
stayed continually at the temple, praising God” (Luke 24:51-53). The life
of the disciples had a constant update in their domain of beliefs and
practices, in obeying their Master. They embraced the new domain with
great joy and continually praising God. This new domain sets a phase of
renewing oneself with the spiritual zeal and readiness to receive the
Reward. Life of discipleship is thus renewing ourselves “in” the precepts
of Lord. Renewing ourselves from the fears, doubts and concerns of
world, to embrace a new domain of joy, freedom and grace.

In continuation to His answer, Jesus uses some analogies. “No one
puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins,
and the wine is lost, and so are the skins, but one puts new wine into
fresh wineskins” (Mark 2:22). Through this, we could derive a great
spiritual meaning in regard to the promised Reward. One of the symbols
of Holy Spirit in the Holy Scripture is, relating it with wine. As in Jewish
tradition, wine emphasize the joy and honor of the occasion. Likewise,
on the day of Pentecost, the gift of the Holy Spirit filled the disciples
with great power and joy, but they were misunderstood of being drunk.
The New Wine is the gift of the Holy Spirit. So as to keep on receiving
this new gift, we must renew us, the old wineskins.

This New Wine cannot be poured into the old wineskins (our rigidity
impeding our humility and the unholy or ignorant participation in the
sacraments). Whereas, the mind-body-soul vessels should be washed
and renewed in the repenting tears to receive and contain the New
Wine without any loss. If we do not practice a renewal phase of being
washed from the sin, the spiritual ignorance will make lose the advocacy
of the Holy Spirit in our doomed life.

Conclusion

Through Christ’s Incarnation and Resurrection, the humankind is
blessed to partake in the earthly ministry of Christ and walk the precepts
of the Supreme Teacher. The way showed by the Teacher is the universal
vocation to discipleship. In leading the Christian life of discipleship, we
must often ask ourselves what are the domains of my life in which
Christ’s presence is neglected? What are those domains which | must
renounce and those which | must embrace for attaining the perfection
of the Master? The dynamics of discipleship includes an active spiritual
state of continuously renewing our ‘being’ (hearts) from all the malices,
to effectively carry the gift of Divine advocacy in witnessing Christ. May
God bless us. ¢
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The Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church, His Holiness
Kirill receives the members of the Joint Working Committe for Bi-
lateral Relations between ROC and MOSC. In attendance: Metro-
politan Leonid (ROC), Metropolitan Stephanos (MOSC), Fr. Stefan
Igumnov (ROC), Fr. Aswin Fernandis (MOSC).
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